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Under some statutes, the common-law definition of extortion is applicable, but under other statutes, the definition 
includes acts not done under color of official right. 


In many jurisdictions, under statutes penalizing extortion and containing no contradictory provisions, the common-law definition 


of extortion is applicable, | and the statute must be considered with reference to the common law.” 


Under other statutes, the definition includes any obtaining of property from another through a wrongful use of force or fear, 
thus including acts not done under color of official right.” It has also been held that extortion consists in demanding an illegal 


fee or gift to influence official conduct. Where a person does not occupy any official position but obtains money through a 
false representation that he or she is the agent of an officer, such person is guilty of obtaining money under false pretenses and 


not of extortion under a statute punishing extortion by any person "under color of his [or her] official right."° 
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Footnotes 

l N.J.—State v. Weleck, 10 N.J. 355,91 A.2d 751 (1952). 

2 N.J.—State v. Weleck, 10 N.J. 355,91 A.2d 751 (1952). 

3 Cal.—People v. Goodman, 159 Cal. App. 2d 54, 323 P.2d 536 (2d Dist. 1958). 
4 Fla.—Richards v. State, 144 Fla. 177, 197 So. 772 (1940). 

5 Okla.—Drake v. State, 1909 OK CR 98, 2 Okla. Crim. 643, 103 P. 878 (1909). 
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